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Learning how to operate within your spiritual gifts is an essential component to understanding the purpose of the “Five Fold Ministry!” Proverbs 4:7 tells us, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; and with all they getting, get understanding.”
When we think of the “Five Fold Ministry” we simply think of the gifts: apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors, and teachers. However, we never focus on how those gifts are supposed to be administered! Nor do we focus on the fact that the purposes of these gifts are “to keep the unity of spirit in the bond of peace.”  What good are the gifts if they do not move towards the perfecting of the saints or promote the redemptive power of the Ministry of Christ (Ephesians 4:12).  These gifts are to draw men to Christ, that they might be forgiven and healed and to encourage the saints to remain faithful and dedicated to the purpose of God!

This leads us to how these gifts are supposed to be presented.  Our study of the “Five Fold Ministry” begins with the character of the individual who possess these gifts.

Reading:

1) Numbers 23:19-20

2) Romans 11:29

There are many who are called into ministry, but that doesn’t mean that they are operating within the authority of the Spirit!!

3) Matthew 22: 1-14

4) II Peter 1:1-10

Now we enter into the study of how we are to administer the gifts associated with the “Five Fold Ministry.”

The beginning of spiritual gifts-

1) Ephesians 4:1-6
A) Lowliness (Gr. Tapeinophrosune) - modesty, humbleness of mind; humility.

i. Lowly-humble in station, condition or in nature; humble in attitude or behavior and spirit, meek.
ii. Humble-not proud or arrogant; modest

2) Philippians 2:1-11
B) Gentle-kindly, amiable; not severe, rough or violent; mild. Easily handled or managed. Refined or courteous.
3) 1st Corinthians 13:1-13
C) Longsuffering with love
4) John 14:25-27
D) Keeping the unity of the spirit in the “bond” of peace.

i. Bond (Gr. Sundoulos) – uniting principle

a. Keeping unity of the spirit is the uniting principle of peace

b. The peace that is referred to here is the Holy Spirit
c. The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to assist us in maintaining confidence in the purpose of God!
i. Colossians 3:12-17

ii. Philippians 4:4-7

All these things are encompassed within the fruit of the sprit; and when the fruit is manifested within the Body of Christ, “power is released in the ministries!”

5) 1st Corinthians 12th Chapter
