Will You Tread on Serpents or Will Its Venom Consume You?
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We are instructed in I Peter 4: 12-13, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trials which is to try you; as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s suffering, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.

The sole purpose of our tries is that through our enduring and overcoming, is so “men may see our good words and glorify our Father which is in heaven!”

The situations that have been set before us were by Godly design and the purpose was to kill off the old man that the new man may live!

1) Matthew 10:32-38

2) Luke 9:23-27

The children of Israel wondered “forty years” in the wilderness.  The Lord let them from trial to trial.  Through each trial the Almighty attempted to circumcise their hearts so that they could draw nigh unto and under into the promise land. 

However Israel repeatedly questioned Moses and rebelled against the Lord.  Unfortunately for Israel, the Lord grew tired and sent serpents to separate those with a willing heart from the unwilling

A) Numbers 21st chapter
The King James Version refers to a “fiery” serpent in Numbers 21:8: “And the Lord said unto Moses, Make the a fiery serpent, and suet it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.” Here, “fiery” refers figuratively to the burning pain inflicted by a poisonous serpent.

What caused the people to die was their unwilling hearts, not the poison! The unwillingness to submit to the authority of God caused them to perish!
B) Conclusion: Luke 10:1-20
